
 

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME 

Thursday, 9th July 2026 (Day-1) 

 

Session / Time Topic Speaker 

07:00 onwards Registration 

07:55 Opening Remarks and Welcome  

Session 1  

08:00 - 10:00 

Symposium A 

Embracing Modern Technology in Uveitis Management 

Moderators Hiroshi Keino, Michal Kramer 

08:00 - 08:10 
From Symptoms to SNPs: When to Consider Genetic  

Testing in Uveitis  Claudia Fabiani 

08:10 - 08:20 
Infection and Immunity: A Delicate Dance with Clinical  

Consequences Gerhild Wildner  

08:20 - 08:30 Inflammasomes in the pathogenesis of Uveitis  Shengping Hou 

08:30 - 08:40 
NGS and Omics: Hype or Hope in Clinical Decision 

Making?  Thuy Doan 

08:40 - 08:50 Tracing the cause of Birdshot Uveitis with Multi-Omics Jonas Kuiper 

08:50 - 09:00 Gut Feelings: Exploring Diet, Microbiome, and Uveitis Ines Leal 

09:00 - 09:10 The Effect of Pollution on Uveitis Peizeng Yang 

09:10 - 09:20 Autoantigens in Uveitis and their implications Lucia Kuffova 

09:20 - 09:30 Aqueous humor Analysis for biologic therapy selection Ahmed Abu El-Asrar 

  

09:30 - 10:00 
Panel Discussion 

Immunology, Omics and Uveitis: Way to Precision Medicine? 

Moderator Lucia Sobrin 

Panelists 
Joke De Boer, Lyndell L. Lim, Jolanda D.F. de Groot-Mijnes, Shengping Hou,  

Jonas Kuiper, Soumyava Basu 



 

10:15 - 10:45 Refreshment Break + Posters 

 

 

11:55 - 12:25 
Panel Discussion  

Retinal Vasculitis: Lacunae and Challenges 

Moderator Ilknur Tugal-Tutkun 

Panelists 
Moncef Khairallah, Jennifer E. Thorne, Elisabetta Miserocchi, Peter McCluskey,  

Jyotirmay Biswas, Marc de Smet 

 

10:00 - 10:15 Mini symposium 

 

KSI-101, a Bispecific Intravitreal Biologic Targeting IL-6 and VEGF for the Treatment 

of Macular Edema Secondary to Inflammation (MESI): Phase 1b Results and 

Ongoing Phase 3 Studies 

 

Edmund Tsui, MD  

Yih-Shiou Hwang, MD  

Session 2  

10:45 - 12:25 
IUSG Plenary Session 1 

Vasculitis, Leakage and Vasculopathy: Spot the Difference 

Moderators James T Rosenbaum, Vishali Gupta 

10:45 - 10:55 
Systematic Review of Retinal Vasculitis: The Lacunae 

and heterogeneity 

Carlos Humberto  

Cifuentes González  

10:55 - 11:05 Unmasking Retinal Vasculitis: What is not right?  Janet L. Davis 

11:05 - 11:15 Systemic Vasculitis & the Eye: A Dangerous Liaison Jörg Henes 

11:15 - 11:25 
Line in the Sand: Is Retinal Vasculitis an independent 

diagnosis or part of Intermediate and Posterior Uveitis Douglas A. Jabs 

11:25 - 11:35 High Resolution OCT insights into Retinal Vasculitis Alessandro Invernizzi 

11:35 - 11:45 ReVise: Defining Retinal Vasculitis, leakage and 

vasculopathies 

James T. Rosenbaum 

11:45 - 11:55 Quantification of Retinal Vasculitis: The Way Forward Maria Vittoria Cicinelli 



 

 

 

12:25 - 13:10 Symposium 

13:10 – 14:00 Lunch Break 

 

 

Session 3  

14:00 – 16:00 

What’s New? IUSG Free Papers Session 

(6 min presentation + 2 min discussion) 

Moderators: Deshka Doycheva, Masaru Takeuchi 

14:00 - 14:08 Uveitis activity and visual acuity after the first year – A TOFU 

registry report 

Carsten Heinz 

14:08 - 14:16 Pentraxin 3 is a Novel Inflammatory Marker of HLA-B27-

associated Uveitis 

Ahmed Abu El-Asrar 

14:16 - 14:24 Post-Surgical Uveitis Risk: Insights from a Case-Control Study Ahmed Sallam 

14:24 - 14:32 Acute Posterior Multifocal Placoid Pigment Epitheliopathy 

Spectrum on Multimodal Imaging: A Severity-Driven Ischemic 

Continuum 

Luca De Simone 

14.32 - 14.40 Evaluation of factors affecting long-term visual outcome in 

uveitis using categorical data analysis program 

Nobuyoshi Kitaichi 

14.40 - 14.48 Automated segmentation of serous retinal detachments in Vogt-

Koyanagi-Harada disease 

Ines Leal 

14.48 - 14.56 Tumor Necrosis Factor Inhibitor Therapy Versus Conventional 

Immunosuppression for Noninfectious Uveitis: Cataract 

Incidence 

Ninani Kombo 

14.56 - 15:04 Gut microbial N-acetylmethionine disrupts Th1/Th17-Treg 

balance via m6A-dependent NR4A2 degradation in paediatric 

idiopathic uveitis 

Peizeng Yang 

15.04 - 15:12 Adalimumab Biosimilars Compared to Originator: Impact on 

Uveitic Macular Edema 

Yael Sharon 

15.12 - 15.20 Advancement in Uveitic Glaucoma: Knowledge, Practice and 

Outlook 

Meghan Berkenstock 

15.20 - 15.28 Capsaicin aggravates uveitis by altering gut microbiota and 

tryptophan metabolism 

Xiaoli Liu 



15.28 - 15.36 Widefield Optical Coherence Tomography Angiography 

Assessment of Anterior and Posterior Segment Vascular 

Changes in Takayasu Arteritis 

Sibel Kadayifcilar 

15.36 - 15.44 Transcriptomic Profiling of peripheral blood lymphocytes in 

Vogt-Koyanagi-Harada and Behcets disease 

Jyotirmay Biswas 

15.44 - 15.52 Efficacy and safety of Vamikibart in patients with Uveitic 

Macular edema: First report of pooled Phase 3 MEERKAT 

and SANDCAT Trials 

Lyndell Lim 

15.52 - 16:00 In Silico Analysis of Autoimmune responses related to 

Chorioretinal Atrophy 

Marion Munk 

 

16:00 – 16:30 Refreshment Break + Posters 

 

 

 

Session 4  

16:30 – 18:15 

Symposium B 

Embracing Modern Therapeutics in Non-Infectious Uveitis 

Management 

Moderators Luca Cimino, Bahram Bodaghi 

16:30 - 16:40 
Outcomes of Non-Infectious Uveitis in patients 

from Uveitis registries 
Robert P. Finger 

16:40 - 16:50 Choosing Wisely for Macular edema in Uveitis Antoine Brézin 

16:50 – 17:00 Suprachoroidal vs. Intravitreal Delivery—What 

Wins?  

Steven Yeh 

17:00 – 17:10 Drug induced Uveitis: Not to miss Dara Kilmartin 

17:10 – 17:20 Vitamin D as supplement in Non-infectious Uveitis Alejandra de-la-Torre 

17:20 - 17:30 Targeting Inflammasomes and Pyroptosis: Future 

perspectives 
 Wei-Chi 

17.30 - 17.40 Caught between Fire and Pressure: Managing 

Uveitis and Glaucoma 

Marc D de Smet 

   

   

17:40 – 18:00 
Panel Discussion 

Incorporating newer therapeutics in practice 



Moderator Jennifer E. Thorne 

Panelists 
Uwe Pleyer, Stephan Thurau, Nicole Stübiger, Soon Phaik Chee, Oren 

Tomkins-Netzer, Carlos Pavesio 

  

  

  

18:00 Welcome Reception  

Venue: Museum, Wilhelmstraße 3, 72074 Tübingen 



SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME 

Friday, 10th July 2026 (Day-2) 

Session / Time Topic Speaker 

Session 5  

08:00 – 09:50 
Symposium C 

Not the Usual Stuff – Uveitis Curveballs to Watch Out For 

Moderators Massimo Accorinti, Radgonde Amer  

08:00 - 08:10 
Immune Check! When Cancer Therapies Trigger 

Uveitis 
Meghan Berkenstock 

08:10 - 08:20 A Shot in the Eye: Uveitis After Intravitreal Injections Justus G. Garweg 

08:20 - 08:30 Inherited Retinal Diseases mimicking Uveitis Sofia Androudi  

08:30 - 08:40 
When Treatment Bites Back: Can Biologics Induce 

Uveitis?  Christoph Deuter 

08:40 - 08:50 
Para-neoplastic Autoimmune Retinopathies: When the  

Body Turns on the Eye 
Carlos Pavesio 

08:50 - 09:00 Non-paraneoplastic Autoimmune Retinopathies Bahram Bodaghi  

09:00 - 09:10 AZOOR: update on current developments Anita Agarwal 

09:10 - 09:20 
Acute Outer Retinopathy & Acute Annular outer  

Retinopathy Elisabetta Miserocchi 

09.20 - 09.30  
Melanoma Associated Retinopathy: What’s new? 

Jose S. Pulido 

09:30 – 9:45 Panel Discussion 

Not the Usual Stuff 

Moderator Steven Yeh 

Panelists 

Emilio Dodds, Kalpana Babu Murthy, Carsten Heinz, Thuy Doan, Toshikatsu 

Kaburaki 

 

 

 

9:45 - 10:15 Refreshment Break + Posters 



 

Session 6  

10:15 – 11:30 

IUSG Plenary Session 2 

Multimodal Imaging in Uveitis (MUV): What we learnt 

Moderators Janet L Davis, Douglas A Jabs 

10:15 - 10:25 Beyond Borders, Beyond Beliefs: The concept of MUV Vishali Gupta 

10.25 - 10.35 
Systematic Review for White Dots: What literature 

taught us 
Janet L Davis 

10:35 – 10:45 Deconstructing White Dot Syndromes Alessandro Invernizzi 

10:45 – 10:55 Endpoints in Imaging for Posterior Uveitis Aniruddha Agarwal 

10:55 - 11:05 MUV for Infectious Posterior Uveitis: Moving Forward Mudit Tyagi  

11:05 - 11:15 MUV for Panuveitis Timothy Janetos  

11:15 – 11:30 Panel Discussion: Imaging with a purpose  

Moderator Sapna Gangaputra 

Panelists 
Reema Bansal, Peizeng Yang, Jessica Shantha, Edmund Tsui,  

Ines Leal 

 

Session 7  

11:30 - 12:30 IUSG Award Session  

Moderators Ilknur Tugal Tutkun, Marc de Smet, Massimo Accorinti, Sapna Gangaputra 

11:30 – 11:35 Lifetime Distinguished service IUSG Award 

(Felicitation) 

K. Matti Saari 

11:35 – 11:40 Award for Distinguished service to IUSG 

(Felicitation) 

Philip I. Murray 

11:40 - 11.45 IUSG Trailblazer Award for MUV (Felicitation) Janet L. Davis 

11:45 - 12:05 Introduction of C. Stephen Foster Awardee 

 

C. Stephen Foster Inaugural Award lecture: 

Immunosuppression for Uveitides: an evidence-based 

approach 

Quan Dong Nguyen 

 

Douglas A. Jabs 

12:05 - 12:25  Introduction of K.M. Saari IUSG Gold Medal Awardee 

 

Marc D. de Smet 

 



K.M. Saari IUSG Gold Medal Lecture:  

Global Diseases, Global Voices, Global Solutions 

Vishali Gupta 

     12:25 – 12:30 

 

 

Release of Book by IUSG:  

“CASE STUDIES IN UVEITIS: REAL CASES & PRACTICAL INSIGHTS’’  

Editors: Alejandra de-la-Torre, Germán Mejía-Salgado, John H. Kempen, Reema 

Bansal, Meghan Berkenstock & Vishali Gupta 

 

 

12:30 – 13:15 symposium 

13:15 - 14:00 Lunch break 

 

Session 8  

14:00 - 15:20 

Symposium D 

 Paediatric Uveitis Unplugged: Genes, Journeys &  

Juvenile Challenges 

Moderators Sibel Kadayifcilar, Ilknur Tugal-Tutkun 

14:00 - 14:10 
Juvenile Idiopathic Arthritis–Associated Uveitis: Current  

Landscape and Future Frontiers Arnd Heiligenhaus  

14:10 - 14:20 TINU Syndrome and other rare Paediatric entities Deshka Doycheva 

14:20 - 14:30 
Blau Syndrome, Childhood Sarcoidosis Uncovered:  

Pearls for Paediatric Practice  Justine R. Smith 

14:30 - 14:40 Paediatric Behçet’s Disease: My Way Through the Maze Ilknur Tugal-Tutkun 

14:40 - 14:50 Paediatric Glaucoma with Inflammation  Massimo Accorinti 

14:50 - 15:00 Managing Cataract in children: A challenge 
Parthopratim Dutta  

Majumder 

15:00 - 15:20 Panel Discussion 

The Most Challenging Part of Uveitis: Paediatric Uveitis 

Moderator Annabelle A. Okada 

Panelists 
James T. Rosenbaum, Mamta Agarwal, Stephan Thurau, François Willermain,  

Timothy Janetos, Joke de Boer 

 



15:20 – 15:50 Refreshment Break + Posters 

 

Session 9  

15:50 - 17:35 Debates 1: Hot Topics 

Moderators Ester Carreño, Francesco Pichi 

Session / Time Topic Speaker 

15:50 – 15:55 
Debate 1. ACTH for Uveitic Macular Edema: Is there a 

role: Yes 
Quan Dong Nguyen 

15:55 - 16:00 
Debate 1. ACTH for Uveitic Macular Edema: Is there a 

role: No 
Anita Agarwal 

16:00 - 16:05 Voting & Conclusion   

16:05 - 16:10 Debate 2. AI in decision making; can I trust? Yes Marion R. Munk 

16:10 - 16:15 Debate 2. AI in decision making; can I trust? No Edmund Tsui  

16:15 - 16:20 Voting & Conclusion   

16:20 - 16:25 
Debate 3. Treating to Target in Uveitis: Innovation or  

Passing Trend? Innovation 
Justine R. Smith 

16:25 - 16:30 
Debate 3. Treating to Target in Uveitis: Innovation or  

Passing Trend? Passing Trend Jennifer E. Thorne 

16:30 - 16:35 Voting & Conclusion  

16:35 - 16:40 
Debate 4. Systemic therapy with Biologics: First Line or  

Last Resort for JIA? First Line  Douglas A. Jabs 

16:40 - 16:45 
Debate 4. Systemic therapy with Biologics: First Line or  

Last Resort for JIA? Last Resort  John H. Kempen 

16:45 – 16:50 Voting & Conclusion  

16:50 – 16:55 
Debate 5. Treating Toxoplasmosis: Local Versus  

Systemic: Local only 

Daniel Vasconcelos-

Santos 

16:55 - 17:00 
Debate 5. Treating Toxoplasmosis: Local Versus  

Systemic: Systemic therapy Ariel Schlaen 

17:00 - 17:05 Voting & Conclusion  



17:05 - 17:10 
Debate 6. Intraocular Lymphoma with no CNS 

involvement: Systemic treatment must be given: Yes 
Luca Cimino 

17:10 - 17:15 

Debate 6. Intraocular Lymphoma with no CNS 

involvement: Systemic treatment must be given: Not 

always 

Hiroshi Takase 

17:15 - 17:20 Voting & Conclusion 
 

17:20 - 17:25 PCR versus NGS: Is NGS ready for prime time? Yes Thuy Doan  

17:25 - 17:30 PCR versus NGS: Is NGS ready for prime time? No 
Jolanda D.F. de Groot-

Mijnes 

17:30 - 17:35 Voting & Conclusion  

 

 

Gala Dinner 

Venue: Bebenhausen Monastery and Palace, Address: Im Schloss, 72074 Tübingen-

Bebenhausen 

Departure from Tübingen city center: 7:00 pm 
 

:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME 

Saturday, 11th July 2026 (Day-3) 

 

Session / Time Topic Speaker 

Session 10  

08:00 - 09:00 

Case Conference: The puzzles we face: Stories of 

complexity and clarity 

(3 min case + 3 min Discussion) 

Moderators Aniruddha Agarwal, Quan Dong Nguyen  

Panelists 
Carlos Pavesio, Anita Agarwal, Bahram Bodaghi, Nicholas Jones, F. Nilüfer Yalçındağ 

08:00 – 08:06 Unusual Presentation of Ocular Tuberculosis with 

Subretinal Abscess and optic disc edema 

Alok Sen 

08:07 – 08:13 Occult bilateral posterior scleritis as an initial ocular 

manifestation of Crohn’s disease 

Saba Ishrat 

08:14 – 08:20 When Herpes Prefers the Macula: A Shared Angular 

Juxtafoveal OCT Phenotype in Two Atypical Presentations 

of Herpetic Retinitis 

Laura Distefano 

Dominguez 

08:21 – 08:27 Mystery case Atul Arora 

08:28 – 08:34 Pigmented Paravenous Chorioretinal Atrophy Developing 

After Acute Bilateral Inflammatory Exudative Retinal 

Detachment 

Theejuti Suanoi 

08:35 – 08:41 VKH misdiagnosed as angle closure Navya Cherukuri 

08:42 - 08.48 Beyond Behçet’s Disease: Granulomatous Uveitis as a 

Clinical Clue for Suspected A20 Haploinsufficiency 

Nilufer Zorlutuna 

Kaymak 

08:49 – 08:55 Intravitreal management of ocular lymphoma should use 

adjusted drug concentrations not fixed dosages 

Maria Carmela Saturno 

 



9:00 - 9:15 Mini symposium 

Ultra wide field imaging in uveitis 

Quan Dong Nguyen, MD 

 

9:15 – 9:45 Refreshment break + Posters 

 

Session 11 

9:45 – 11:00 
Rapid Fire Session (3 min presentation; 2 min Discussion)  

Moderators Philip I. Murray, Eric L. Crowell 

9:45 - 9:50 Genetic and functional characterization of glycoprotein 

B in cytomegalovirus-associated ocular diseases 

Nobuyo Yawata 

9:51 - 9:56 Do Etiologies Diverge in Neuroretinitis? OCT 

Outcomes Over One Year and Baseline CBC   

Berru Yargı Özkoçak 

9:57 – 10:02 Performance of Artificial Intelligence–Derived 

Choroidal Thickness and Vascularity Index in Vogt–

Koyanagi–Harada Disease: a longitudinal analysis 

Joana Pargana 

10:02 – 10:07 Predictive modelling differentiating tubercular from 

non-tubercular retinal vasculitis 

Anushka Agarwalla 

10:08 – 10:13 Epidemiology of Uveitis in Taiwan: A 19-Year 

Multicenter Study 

Po-Yi Wu 

10:14 – 10:19 Automated Machine Learning–Based Predictive 

Model for Diagnostic Vitrectomy in Uveitis 

Shristi 

10:20 – 10:25 Generating a murine model for CMV Anterior Uveitis Yunhua Loo 

10:26 – 10:31 Detection of ganciclovir-resistant CMV mutation in 

Cytomegalovirus related ocular disease 

Kayo Suzuki 

10:32 – 10:37 Targeting Ocular Toxoplasmosis: Focus on retinal 

microglial IL-1 alpha 

Caio Figueiredo 

10:38 – 10:43 Sterile Uveitis After Intravitreal Aflibercept 8-mg: A 

Real-World Study in nAMD and DME 

Leonard Coulibaly 

10:44 – 10:49 The Evolving Landscape of Novel Oncology 

Therapeutics: A Multidisciplinary UK Position 

Statement on Managing Ocular Inflammatory 

Toxicities 

Nima Ghadiri 

10:50 -10:55 Preserflo MicroShunt implantation in refractory uveitic 

glaucoma 

Charlotte Evers 



 

 

 

 

 

Session 12  

11:00 – 12:00 Debates 2: Hot Topics 

Moderators Cristina Muccioli, Aniruddha Agarwal 

11:00 - 11:05 
Debate 1. Do all Retinal Vasculitis Patients need Systemic  

Work up? Yes 
Jessica Shantha 

11:05 - 11:10 
Debate 1. Do all Retinal Vasculitis Patients need Systemic  

Work up? No 
James T. Rosenbaum 

11:10 - 11:15 Voting and Conclusions  

11:15 - 11:20 
Debate 2. Should all Uveitis patients be screened for  

Monogenic Autoinflammatory Syndromes? Yes 
Claudia Fabiani 

11:20 - 11:25 
Debate 2. Should all Uveitis patients be screened for  

Monogenic Autoinflammatory Syndromes? No 
Soumyava Basu 

11:25 – 11:30 Voting and Conclusions  

11:30 – 11:35 
Debate 3. Are JAK inhibitors the future of Non-infectious  

Uveitis management? Yes De-Kuang Hwang 

11:35 – 11:40 
Debate 3. Are JAK inhibitors the future of Non-infectious  

Uveitis management? No Jarmila Heissigerova 

11:40 – 11:45 Voting and Conclusions  

11:45 – 11:50 
Debate 4. Should We Classify Uveitis Primarily by  

Etiology or by Immunopathogenic Pathways? Etiology  
Stephan Thurau 

11:50 – 11:55 

Debate 4. Should We Classify Uveitis Primarily by 

Etiology or by Immunopathogenic Pathways? 

Immunopathogenesis 
Gerhild Wildner 

11:55 - 12:00 Voting and Conclusions  



 

12:00 – 12:45 symposium 

12:45 - 13:30 Lunch 

 

Session 13  

13:30 - 15:15 

Symposium E 

Diagnostic Dilemmas and Therapeutic Tensions in  

Infectious Uveitis 

Moderators Bianka Sobolewska, Sudharshan Sridharan 

13:30 - 13:40 Unusual and Atypical Ocular infections Derrick P Smit 

13:40 - 13:50 
Viral Anterior Uveitis: Evolving Insights and Management  

Updates 
Soon Phaik Chee 

13:50 - 14:00 
When Cure Turns Culprit: Paradoxical Reactions in  

Infectious Uveitis 
Manisha Agarwal 

14:00 - 14:10 CME in Infectious Uveitis: A Persistent Clinical Puzzle Marc D. de Smet 

14:10 - 14:20 RNA Virus: has incidence increased following COVID? Moncef Khairallah 

14:20 - 14:30 Post Fever Retinitis: What is new?  
Padmamalini  

Mahendradas 

14:30 - 14:40 
Defining Success: Endpoints for Anti-Infective Therapy for  

Uveitis André Curi 

14:40 - 14:50 
Improved PCR techniques for detection of infective 

organisms 
Koh-Hei Sonoda 

 

14:50 - 15:15 Panel Discussion 
Managing the challenges of Infectious Uveitis 

Moderator Lyndell L. Lim 

Panelists 
Ariel Schlaen, Peter McCluskey, John H. Kempen, Robert P. Finger, Justus G. 

Garweg  

  

Valedictory and Vote of Thanks: Christoph Deuter 

 

 



Group Excursion 

Venue: Hohenzollern Castle, Address: 72379 Burg Hohenzollern 

Departure from Tübingen city center: 3:30 pm. 
 

 


